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This page provides further details of the four sub-categories contained within the Technology & Trading Providers
section of Support Awards.

Please read the following in conjunction with the six-page brochure, which contains the rules and requirements of
the Awards competition and also the entry form you need.

2008 sees two new categories alongside the front and back office awards that featured in last year’s awards – ‘trading venue’ and
‘middle office’ – making a total of four separate awards in this category.

Both new categories reflect the increased focus we are seeing from fund managers on taking a more direct involvement in the trading
and performance of their portfolios and the growing number of products, systems and tools available to achieve these aims.

We encourage entrants to look closely at the four categories, to see where their systems and products will best fit. For those providers
that have developed systems covering a range of activities that encompass the front, middle and back offices, we would encourage
you to focus on a new aspect, module or product within these systems that fulfils a specific role, such as those listed below.

Above all, the judges are looking for technology that is new – either a new product entirely or enhancement of an existing product –
and that successfully fills a requirement of Europe’s fund managers.

Trading venue
This new award reflects the changes in Europe’s trading landscape that have inspired fund managers to develop their own trading
desks and take more control of their own trades and more venues in which to conduct and execute them. Judges will be looking for
the venue that has done most to appeal to the trading requirements of fund managers. Entries might include: exchanges, MTFs.

Front office
Fund managers’ front-offices are becoming increasingly complex as fund managers continue to develop a more proactive, cross-
border and cross-asset approach to their portfolios. Judges will be looking to reward the vendor that has shown innovation and
originality in fulfilling the needs of fund managers front-office staff and systems. Entries might include: order management systems;
execution management systems; execution services (algorithmic trading; DMA; smart order routing); portfolio analytics; market risk;
pre-trade analytic; decision support.

Middle office
This new award reflects the importance of data-related services in meeting fund managers' increased reporting and compliance
requirements. Judges will be looking for the systems that offer fund managers flexible and efficient ways to meet these requirements.
Entries might include: post-trade transaction costs analysis; performance measurement and attribution; compliance, client reporting;
data management.

Back office
The volume and complexity of fund managers’ activity is placing an unprecedented burden on back-office systems. Judges will be
looking to reward the solutions that best address one or more of the demands facing fund managers. Entries might include: fund
accounting; clearing and settlement; confirmations/reconciliation; compliance; operational risk management; pricing and valuation.


